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native idea of justice or good faith, to commence
that course of unscrupulous annexation and wholesale
Europeanisation from which our empire is now
suffering, and to lead up by his policy to one of the
most serious rebellions that ever shook the power of
any Government. For with Lord Dalhousie began
in earnest that "development" of India by railways,
barracks, irrigation w^orks, and the like, which have
undoubtedly rendered our hold upon the country
more secure, and give certain advantages to the
people, but which have heaped debt upon the Ex-
chequer, have led to the employment of an excessive
number of our countrymen, and have largely in-
creased that drain of produce to England, which is
the most dangerous and deplorable feature of our
connection with India.

At the time nothing was seen of the drawbacks
to all this. Oudh, the Berars, Scinde, Nagpur,
Satara, Jhansi, were all taken on one pretext or
another, the railway system wTas begun on a most
expensive plan, and when Lord Dalhousie took his
departure from the empire which he had done his
best to ruin, he issued a proclamation in laudation
of his own exploits as an administrator, worthy
to be ranked for magniloquence with the windy
declamation of Elijah Pogram. India, in his eyes,
was a fitting subject for experiment, and a great
country with three thousand years of history behind
it was placed at the absolute disposal of a second-
rate War Office clerk.

Scarcely had Lord Dalhousie turned his back
upon Calcutta when the great mutiny of the Sepoy
army broke out. It was a rising against which the